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considered necessary. On the night of June 5, 1944, at seven minutes
after midnight, Remington landed in Normandy with the 1st Bat-
talion of the 5o1st Parachute Infantry, 1o1st Airborne Division. He
came down through machine-gun fire that tore his canopy and made
seven bullet holes in his uniform; he was unhurt, but he had a “bad
drop,” landing in a small garden at the back of a German barracks.
He threw a hand grenade, scaled the garden wall, escaped in the dark
along a canal, and rejoined his unit, which fought eight days behind
the German lines until it was relieved by our seaborne troops.

After that, Remington returned to his Field Artillery battalion.
In the Cherbourg campaign and in the drive across France and Bel-
gium, he served as a forward observer, until October 13, 1944, when
he was killed in action near Aachen. His commanding officer wrote
afterwards: “He was with a forward platoon of infantry when it was
surrounded by a surprise attack of the enemy. He and his party were
immediately under fire. He ordered his men to withdraw, while he,
without regard for his own danger, tried to recover his radio, to pre-
vent it from falling into enemy hands and thereby compromising the
entire radio net of his battalion. Although he could not reach the

radio, he was successful in destroying it by firing into it with his pistol.

In so doing, he lost his life. Words cannot express what his loss has
meant, but his memory will always be an inspiration to the men and
officers of this battalion.”

Note: Passages from letters of Guy Remington are printed on pages 12-13 and 18—20
of this book. The first describes the landing of airborne troops in Normandy and the
second his entry into newly-liberated Paris.
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HUGH BIRCKHEAD, JR.
1932 '

Hugh Birckhead, Jr., entered the First Form in 1926 and graduated
in 1932. In his Fourth Form year, a drawing of his won the Ells.worth
Greenley Prize in Art. He began an ornithological diary which he
kept throughout the rest of his life, even when on active duty over-
seas. He was a member of the Cadmean Literary Society and of Le
Cercle Francais. At the Lower Grounds, he won the half-mile run on
four successive Anniversaries, and, in 1932, the mile run also. He was
on the S.P.S. Track Team and captain of the Old Hundreds.
Birckhead was a naturalist and an artist. He did not go to college.
Perhaps his chief interest in the years after he left St. Paul’s was
ornithology, the study of which he pursued in the open, up and down
the Atlantic Coast from Labrador to Florida, and at the American
Museum of Natural History in New York, in whose Department of
Birds he became an assistant. He consolidated and reclassified collec-
tions and wrote numerous articles and reports. His many drawings
of birds are distinguished alike by their accuracy and by their beauty.
Inducted in April, 1942, he went overseas that August, completed
his training in England, and served with the 813th Tank Destroyer
Battalion through the North African campaign, in spare moments as-
sembling his observations of Northwest African birds, later published
by Audubon Magazine. Then he went to Sicily, returned to England
and landed in Normandy on June 27, 1944. Across France, he served
in his Battalion’s Reconnaissance Company,—one of the first units to
cross the Seine—often in action and doing hazardous work for which
he was fitted by his excellent knowledge of French and German, as
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well as by his keenness as an outdoor observer. Yet his old interests
continued: he made a collection of French plum seeds and sent it
home; as he had done with a fine old Florentine ship’s figurehead he
found in the wreckage at Bizerte; he stuffed and mounted three small
barn owls that had been killed in a bombardment. Of them he wrote,
with characteristic humor: “I carry them with me as I go about my
business much as an old lady does her knitting.”

In October, 1944, Birckhead had reached Northeastern France,
which he described as “a country of pale magenta autumn crocuses,
plum orchards, small vineyards of wine grapes, flat-roofed plaster
houses: all run together, moderately wooded and rolling, with moun-
tains, Catskill type, to be seen on clear days, to the east: wild boar
and roebuck common in the woods.”

At about this time he wrote:

“This starlight night I pass in slow review
Some twenty-five long months in retrospect
Of service overseas, and I reflect
How often orchards sheltered us from view!

Though while in England our battalion’s crew
Them and their gear in order to protect
From the wet winter weather. would elect

To lodge in some cantonment old or new,

Cactus and olives served in Africa,

Olive and almond groves in Sicily;

Two summer months have passed in France of war
Among the apple trees of Normandy

And now plum orchards serve our purpose far
And what may we expect in Germany?”

On November 13, 1944, in the town of Montigny in the Vosges
Mountains, Hugh Birckhead was killed in action.




